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TO THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS: 

Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 
The fee has been calculated and is transmitted as shown below. 
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AFTER AMENDMENT 
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TOTAL CLAIMS 
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0 



$18.00 



$0.00 



INDEP. CLAIMS 



0 x $78.00 



$0.00 



Multiple Dependent Claims (check if applicable) 
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$0.00 



TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE FOR THIS AMENDMENT 



$0.00 



in the amount of 



IS No additional fee is required for amendment. 

□ Please charge Deposit Account No. 
A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

□ A check in the amount of to cover the filing fee is enclosed. 

□ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of the following fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 

A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 
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Block-Oriented Control System On High Speed Ethernet 

This application is a continuation-in-part (CIP) application of U.S. Application 
No. 08/916,178 filed August 21, 1997, and is related to and claims priority from 
U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/024,346 filed August 23, 1996, and U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/139,814 filed June 21, 1999. 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Dear Sir: 

Prior to examination, please amend the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 



Please cancej.elaims 16 and 17, without prejudice or disclaimer, and amend the claims as 



follows: 



1 . [Once Arr 



least 



ended] An apparatus in a distributed control system, comprising: 
a first network interface for communicating with a first network having a 
communication protocol stack; and 

a device access agent which' emulates [for] mapping of an access sublayer of at 
one legacy format service message of said distributed control system to one or more 
[a] rjetwork format messages compatible with said communication stack using a common 
access interface. 



